
Copyright Workflow 
Fondren Library, Rice University | Based on Copyright Advisory Network Is the item 

under 
copyright? 

Use the Digital Copyright Slider 
to help determine status (requires Flash)

http://www.librarycopyright.net/resources/digitalslider/ 

Can you determine the identity of 
the copyright holder? 

Use information sources to help 
determine status:  

• US Copyright registry
• WATCH file for literary works and artists
• SHERPA/RoMEO for journal publications

Publish 

No 

Yes 

Treat as an orphan work 
http://copyright.gov/orphan/ 

Seek written 
permission for use 

Received permission? 

Do not 
publish 

Owner said no 

Owner said yes 

Yes No 

Use Fair Use Evaluator tool  
http://librarycopyright.net/resources/fairuse/ 
& keep documentation of efforts 

https://librarycopyright.net/
https://cocatalog.loc.gov/cgi-bin/Pwebrecon.cgi?DB=local&PAGE=First
https://norman.hrc.utexas.edu/watch/
http://sherpa.ac.uk/romeo/journals.php?la=en&fIDnum=%7C&mode=advanced&id=1403&letter=ALL

